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• About MPI

• Update on Myrtle Rust

• Myrtle Rust and social licence to operate

• A biosecurity team of 4.7 million

TToday



HHow we are changing
Business Units within branches

Each Business Unit will have a leader with the title ‘Head of…’. 

The Head of… may also be the DDG of that branch, in which case they will carry two job 
titles and appropriate delegations.

Business Units will be established around substantive functions, where the bulk of the 
work relates to the unit.

Regulation & Assurance Operations Sector Partnerships & 
Programmes

NZ FOOD SAFETY BIOSECURITY NZ FISHERIES NZ FORESTRY NZ





MMyrtle Rust



Myrtle Rust – where it’s at



Myrtle Rust – where it’s at



Myrtle rust – where it’s at

*There were 2986 infected Lophomyrtus on a 
single property in West Auckland – not 
included.

** 154 Pohutakawa and 21 rata

**



MMyrtle Rust – Social Licence

• Nursery operators

• Iwi and hapū

• The public



Nursery operators

• First affected

• Highly constructive

• Compensation process critical to
maintaining social licence 



Iwi and hapū

• Major cultural significance

• Hui and surveillance training with
Te Tira Whakamātaki

• Leading to on-going initiatives



TThe public response

86%detections on private properties

256 properties experienced organism
Management

2,726 notifications to MPI hotline



SStrong public information programme

166,000 web page visits

1.58 minutes – average time on page

32 million digital advertising impressions

156,000 social media impressions – with 4.6 percent 
engagement







WWhat we’ve learnt

• Strong public cut-through driven by 
awareness programme

• Clear concern about the disease

• Support for actions to date

• BUT no control measures impacting
wider public



Social acceptance of biosecurity measures

Source: Q23
Base: All respondents (n=1,150)

How much would you oppose or support the following measures to prevent the spread of an unwanted pest, weed, or disease?

How comfortable are people with biosecurity measures taken?

Traps and baits being laid on your property to capture or kill pests

Not being able to buy or eat your favourite fruit

Having to disinfect your shoes and clothes with spray each time you leave your local neighbourhood

Biosecurity measures take account of the protection of cultural and local sites of significance

The use of small drones in your local area for the targeted application of chemicals

Restrictions on where you can go, e.g. Not being able to access your local shops

Ensuring that any community action to deal with the threat only takes place after speaking to local hapū and iwi
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New Zealanders are inclined to support the use of traps and baits on their properties, disinfectant on clothing, and small drones to apply chemicals. 
Movement restrictions have the lowest support among the specific tools and activities measured (49%). 

Ratings from '0 – Strongly oppose' to '10 – Strongly support'



Progress against Target

How comfortable are people with biosecurity measures taken?

Average = 6.7/10

OOpposers
(rate 0-3 on average)

Neutrals
(rate 4-6 on average)

Supporters
(rate 7-10 on average) Don’t know

Source: Q23
Base: All respondents (n=1,150)
*“Ensuring that any community action to deal with the threat only takes place after speaking to local hapū and iwi” and “Biosecurity measures take account of the protection of cultural and local sites of significance” were not included in the calculation

Overall sentiment towards biosecurity measures
(average responses across biosecurity measures*)

Those aged 60 and over (63%) 
are more likely than average 
(54%) to be Supporters.

MPI want 80% of New Zealanders to accept those involved in managing, controlling, and eradicating pests and diseases use appropriate tools and 
activities. We calculated an average score for each respondent across the five specific biosecurity measures asked about in the survey. Currently, 54% 
are Supporters – they generally support each of the five measures. Around a third (36%) tend to be neutral towards biosecurity tools and activities, 
whilst a minority (8%) are generally opposed.   

8% 36% 54% 2%



















Thank You


