THE NEW ZEALAND
FOREST ACCORD

This secord is between the New Zealand Forest
Owmers” Associntion (Inc), the New Zealand
Timber Industry Federation, the New Zealand
Farm Forestry Association, the New Zealand
Woad Panel Manufacturers’ Association

crred

the Royval Forest and Bird Protection Society of
Mew Fealand (Ine) together with the following
environmental or recreational organisations
who collectively comprise the New Zealand
Ruinforest Conlition:

* Environment & Consgervation Organisations
of M4, Inec.

* Federated Mountain Clubs

* Friends of the Earth

+ Beech Action Committes

+ Pacific Institute of Resource Management
* World Fund for Nature (N.Z.}

* Japan Tropical Forest Action Network

* Tropical Rainforests Action Group

and

Maruin Soriety

OBJECTIVES OF ACCORD

Ta:

* define those nrens where it i inapproprinte
to cetablish plantation forestry

recognise the important heritage values of
New Zealand's remaining natural indigenous
forests and the need for their protection and
conservation

acknowledge that the existing area of natural
indigenous forest in New Zealand should be
maintained and enhanced

recognise that commercial plantation forests
of either introduced or indigenous species nre
an egzentinl source of perpetually renowable
fibre and energy offering on alternative Lo
the depletion of natural forests

acknowledge the mutual benefits emanating
from an accord between New Zealand
commercial foresiry enterprises and con-
gervation groups and the example that this
unique accord can provide for the
international community

INSTRUMENTS OF ACCORD

.

The parties agree that for the purposes of
this necord a notive tree ie defined as any
indigenous woody plant which ultimately
formg part of the canopy of a naturally
oceurring forest in the locality under
consideration and also includes any
indigenous tree species which sttaing o
dinmeter ut breast height of $0em or greater,

. It is the policy of NZF.OA. that members,

when eatnblishing plantation forests, will
exclude from land clearing nnd disturbance
all areas of naturally sccurving indigenous
vegetation with the following characteristics:

i. any area of 5 hectares or greater which
has an actual or emerging predominance
of naturally occurring indigenous tree
species of any height.

it. any natural indigenous forest vegetation
of between 1 and 5 hectares in nrea with
an average canopy height of at least 6
matres which is practical to protect. This
recognises that in some instances small
pockets of native vegetation within a
commercial forest connot practically bo
protectad from disturbance. Howover,
vinhle standz will be excluded from
clearance and every reasonable effort
made Lo ensure such aress are not
damaged in subseguent forestry
operations.

iii. any vegetation recommended for
protection in a gurvey report in the
Protected Natural Areas Programme or
clagsified as a Site of Special Wildlife
Interest (5.5.W.1) in a published report
by the former Wildlife Servies,
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iv, mecological districts where such surveys
hove not Laken place, areas that would
qualify 88 o Recommended Area for
Protection (RAP.) or 3.5W.1 in the
professional opinion of the Department
of Conservation, using established
eriterin for such surveys,

, The parties support the production man-

agement and harvest of naturally oecurring
indigenous forest only where such activity is
conducted on a sustainable basis and prin-
cipally for the production of added value
solid wood products in New Zealand. A
“sugtninable bagis" is considered to be arate
and method of tree extraction that does not
exceed the replenishment o that the forest
eonsystom in the area under consideration is
maintained in perpetuity.

. The conservation groups undertake to:

acknowledge the importance of plan-
tation forestry s o means of producing
wood products and energy ona sustaimable
basis while promoting the protection and
eonservation of remaining natural forests,
and to promote theze understandings both
within New Zealand and internationally;

. Thee parties agree that this accord excludes

high country Crown lond, Crown pastoral
Jenses and lands controlled by the Depart-
ment of Conservation,

The parties agres that existing arrangements
for the supply of native timber nuthorised by
past Government decisions are not covered
by thiz aceord and that this aceord will not be
psed by them to have effect on, nor to
influence, negotiations with the Crown for
forest arrangements referred to by the West
Const accord and the transitional arrange-
ments in Southland,

. The parties to this aceord ngree to meet (rom

time Lo Lime Lo monitor the implementation
and nddress issues which may arise.
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